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The UN Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA) designated July 11, 1987, as the day demographers
estimated the global population would reach 5 billion. The exact date was arbitrary but it served
to note a human milestone. Since 1987, over 450 million people have been added to the planet's
population, a number slightly larger than the total population of South America, Central America,
and Mexico combined. All but 33 million of the increase are inhabitants of developing nations. From
1987 to the present, India's population has increased by roughly 82.6 million, a figure larger than
that of unified Germany, Western Europe's most populous nation. Despite a civil war, the Ethiopian
population increased from 46 million to 54.3 million over the past five years. Not all developing
countries grew at a rapid rate. The 17 nations and territories of the Caribbean, for example, added
only 3 million people, the majority on Hispaniola (Dominican Republic and Haiti). Barbados, the
Bahamas, Cuba and Martinique have rates of natural increase births over deaths of only 1.2% or less
per annum. Argentina, Indonesia, Mauritius, Thailand and Uruguay constitute a sample of nations
at under 2% per year. Demographers and social scientists assert that highly publicized droughts,
epidemics, natural disasters and wars are not the reasons for low population growth rates. The
major variable influencing population size is the acceptance and availability of family planning.
On a global scale, the birth rate has declined from 28% per 1,000 in 1987 to 26 per 1,000 in 1992. In
developing nations, excluding China, the total fertility rate the average number of children a woman
is expected to have during her childbearing years fell from 4.2 in 1987 to 3.8 at present. The trend
toward fewer children, however, is negated by the increasing number of women reaching their
childbearing years. Even if today's reduced rate were maintained, the global population will double
within 41 years. The global infant mortality rate the annual number of deaths of infants under age
one year per 1,000 live births dropped by about 10% since 1987. Life expectancy of a baby born today
in the Third World, excluding China, has increased to 60, an increase of two years. (Source: Inter
Press Service, 07/10/29)
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